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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

I )□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)K This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claim 1, and 2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102 (b) as being anticipated by Chen 
(6167613). Chen teaches a carry bag having a flexible outer wall, a flexible inner wall defining a 
receiving space and being sealed to the outer wall to form an inflatable volume therebetween, a 
valve 24, and an opening at 10. 

Regarding claim 2, note ribs between portions 23. 

2. Claims 3-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103 (a) as being unpatentable over Chen in view 
of Brockhaus (4679242) or Luque (4974761) or Vandewall (5395022). It would have been 
obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art to provide a strap 49 having a pair of fasteners (note 
the clips in Fig. 5 to be mated with the rings in Fig. 7) as taught by Brockhaus to provide an 
alternative handle. 

In the alternative, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art to 
provide a strap with a pair of fasteners as taught by either Luque or Vandewall at each end to 
provide an alternative carrying means. 

Regarding claim 4, the inner wall is sealed to the outer wall at a position space from the 
opening as shown in Fig. 3. 

3. Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Valdivielso 
(407625). Valdivielso teaches a carry bag having a flexible outer wall, a flexible inner wall 
defining a receiving space and being sealed to the outer wall to form an inflatable volume 
therebetween, a valve 24, and an opening at 10. 

Regarding claim 2, note a circumscribe rib right below E. 
Regarding claim 3 note the strap H with fasteners at each end thereof. 
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Regarding claim 4, note the bag is rolled down as claimed. 

Regarding claim 5, note the fasteners are attached to form a handle as shown in fig. 3. 

4. Claims 1-2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102 (b) as being anticipated by either Wang 
(2003/01 55268) or Newman (6283296). Either Wang or Newman teaches a carry bag with outer 
and inner wall along with the valve, the opening, and the rib as claimed. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tri M. Mai whose telephone number is (571)272-4541. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 7:30am-5 :00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nathan Newhouse can be reached on (571)272-4544. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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